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Why will the state pay for new buildings and not renovate our old buildings?
Simply, the State will not, by rule, invest in buildings in need of substantial infrastructure and code repair.  The option to build new is less 
costly for Crestview due to the help from the State of Ohio. The State wants to assist in helping school districts and then not be needed 
for 50 - 75 years. The State will only pay for infrastructure repairs and code upgrades if the cost is not greater than 67% of building a new 
facility. The State, with our professional team, spent 14 months studying our buildings. The Middle School cost is over 90%, the High 
School is over 75% and the Elementary School is over 72%. 

1
What will the new buildings do to assist in the security and safety of our children? 
The buildings are planned in conjunction with Homeland Security. The offices will be centralized with multiple secured entries, so people 
will not be able to just walk into the facility. Drivers licenses will be scanned to check for sexual predators and custody issues. Shatter-
proof glass and high clarity security cameras will be everywhere. Sprinkler systems will be installed in the whole building, and there will 
be code-compliant locations in the building for refuge during a tornado.

2
3 The current buildings were good enough for me.  Why are they not good now?

The building is in need of substantial infrastructure and code upgrade repairs. We need a new heating system and roof immediately.
Additionally, school security has drastically changed since 1998 and Columbine. We need a fully sprinklered and alarmed building.  The 
new facility will allow us to add more layers of safety and security.

4 What does it mean to me as a homeowner? 
The levy request on the November 6th ballot is 2.93 mills. The building is 2.43 mills and the State requires an additional 0.5 mill for 
maintenance. The money for maintenance is assurance the building can be maintained and fixed without additional needed dollars. For a 
homeowner with a house valued at $100,000 in tax valuation, it will mean approximately $100.00 a year.  We advise that you check with 
the County Auditor in regard to your specific situation. Other factors such as Homestead Exemptions, etc can affect your personal circum-
stances.

5 Will the facilities be built different than in 1992? 
Crestview Elementary and High Schools were two of the few projects ever built by the Ohio Department of Education almost 30 years 
ago. In fact, the Department of Education only built 13 buildings in 25 years. The Department of Education has an expertise in educational 
programming and delivery, but not school facilities. In the late 90’s, using tobacco lawsuit settlement monies, the State formed the Ohio 
School Facilities Commission, renamed within the last 10 years as the Ohio Facilities Construction Commission or OFCC, that uses a 
collaborative approach of checks and balances to build strong, innovative, and lasting schools. Their mission is to “lead collaboration with 
our partners in the planning, design, and construction of public facilities through quality service, expertise and knowledge sharing.” That 
expertise has led to an overhaul of facilities in over 300 school districts throughout Ohio. Crestview’s current professional architectural firm 
is Holabird & Root, which has been a leader in design, construction and collaboration since 1880.

6
7

Will the State money be used for a community center or artificial turf field at the football stadium? 
No. The State will only pay for educational facilities. They do not co-fund any room, building or field other than those needed for 
educational classes. Any work in those areas would need to be privately funded so that taxpayer dollars are used as intended only for the 
purpose of educating our children.

Can an inside playground be built? 
Exterior playgrounds are provided by the State of Ohio. An indoor playground would mean that space allocated for academics would 
become an indoor playground and leave us with less space for academics. This option is currently not under consideration.

8 How do we know that Crestview is being fiscally responsible? 
Crestview has not had a levy on the ballot since 1992 in spite of inflation and State budget cuts to our operating expenses. The 
Administration, Treasurer, and School Board have worked hard to grow programs while guarding dollars. With all the State cuts, this is an 
opportunity to get State money for a new energy-efficient, state-of-the-art facility. 
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10 I cannot believe the cost of the heating system and roof are $9 Million? 
The State analyzed the cost for both remodel and new. The job will be bid, so maybe it can come in under $9 Million, but it will likely not 
bid at $4 Million less than the State’s projected cost to renovate.  There will also be unforeseen conditions that could contribute to an 
even higher cost.  However, let’s say it is $5.2 Million and now you have a choice of spending $5.2 Million on repairs or $5.2 Million on a 
new building. The most fiscally conservative and responsible choice still is NEW. 

11 How did we get this opportunity?   
The State performs equity-rankings of all school districts in Ohio. We have a high equity-ranking / share at 88%. All the districts with that 
ranking have already been served. Crestview has been on the look back. The percentage has grown from 60% to 88% over the last 20 
years. Previous boards looked at the program and there were too many restrictions. Now is the most feasible time because the percentage 
of State help is so high and the restrictions have been lessened. This opportunity is a limited time offer. Failure to act now would leave all 
infrastructure and code upgrade repairs up to the District at a much higher rate than with the assistance of the State of Ohio.

12 Why wasn’t there a preventative maintenance plan in place?   
The District budgets yearly for preventive maintenance of building and grounds. Our costs are far exceeding the money we have saved and  
the problems have worsened. Additionally, parts for the heating system are no longer being manufactured. We are now forced to use the 
monies designated for students to make repairs.   This is causing that budget to decline. Failure to solve this infrastructure problem will 
result in loss of educational opportunities for students.

13 What happens if we vote against the levy?   
Voting FOR the levy is the only vote that guarantees help with our problems. If the levy doesn’t pass, all repairs will have to be done 
locally, costing the citizens of the community millions of dollars more than the building levy and we will be forced to put an operating levy 
on the ballot.  If the District does not use the State money being offered, it will go to the next district in line for a State of Ohio project!

14 The State says we have $9 Million needed now in repairs and $21 million needed additionally in 
the next few years. What are those repairs?  
$9 Million - Heating System, Roof, Ventilation / Air Conditioning, Septic System, and Elevator Upgrades
$21 Million Additional - Security System, Windows, Finish Repairs, Lighting, Electrical and Plumbing Upgrades, Reconfiguration of Rooms, 
Sewer Plant Upgrades, Water Supply Improvements, Structural Repairs and Foundation Work, Lifesafety Upgrades, and Furnishings

15 What is going on with the water? 
Crestview has two wells that need to be at 55 - 60 PSI. They are only functioning at 36 and 18 PSI. The wells are near 400 feet deep. 
There has been a change in our water table depth. Since the Flint, Michigan and Sebring, Ohio water crises, the EPA is promoting 
regionalization. We spend an enormous amount of time and money to run our own plant. The Village of New Waterford has the capacity 
and skills to secure our water. They also have the governmental ties to get 75% cost forgiveness through the EPA and regional authorities. 
We have waited to move ahead until the percentage increased. The expansion of the water lines secures the school supply and eliminates 
annexation into another area. The water line expansion secures Crestview as an independent area that will not be absorbed by any 
neighboring district.

16 Is the current income tax for building improvement?
The current income tax was passed in 1990 for general operating expenses and not for permanent improvement. In 1992  a 5.92 levy was 
passed for the current high school and elementary school. The district was responsible for 27% of the upgrades in 1992. The levy was 
responsibly manged and paid off several years early. The proposed 2018 levy will be half of the 1992 project. The local share is 12%, with 
a state share of 88%. 

9 Your building is clean and shiny, why do we need a new facility?  
We want you to think of this as a car analogy. We have a 10-year-old car that is shiny and dust free. However, the engine and transmission 
are shot. In fact, the cost of the repairs exceed the cost of buying a new car. In our case, we have a shiny building on the outside, but the 
mechanical parts of the building are failing.  The State assessment, which was completed over a 14-month span, confirms that building 
new is less expensive than repairing. Crestview has historically been fiscally conservative. Spending $9 Million on infrastructure and code 
repairs would be fiscally irresponsible when it only costs $5.2 Million to build new.


